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Background: Community radio has emerged as a powerful tool for empowering marginalized communities 
and facilitating access to information, participation, and development opportunities. Indian communities 
with varied and marginalized populations have community radio stations to meet their needs. This 
systematic review aims to critically analyze the existing literature on community radio’s role in serving 
marginalized communities in India.
Methods: A systematic search of electronic databases, academic journals, and grey literature was 
conducted to identify relevant studies published between 2013 and 2023. Studies focusing on community 
radio initiatives targeting marginalized communities in the Indian context were included. The identified 
literature was analyzed using thematic synthesis to extract key findings and identify common themes.
Results: The review identified 51 studies from different databases that met the inclusion criteria. 
The findings demonstrated that community radio stations in India play a crucial role in empowering 
marginalized communities by providing them with a platform for expression, promoting social inclusion, 
and fostering community development. The literature emphasized the positive impact of community radio 
on improving access to information, promoting education, empowering women, facilitating grassroots 
participation, and preserving cultural heritage. Additionally, community radio enhanced community 
resilience, raised awareness of social issues, and encouraged local governance.
Conclusion: The systematic review shows how vital community radio is for meeting the needs of India’s 
marginalized groups. The results show how important community radio is to give a voice to people 
who do not have one, work for social justice, and help communities grow—however, challenges related 
to sustainability, regulatory frameworks, and limited financial means. Future studies should focus on 
determining the long-term effects of community radio projects and finding new ways to keep them going 
and ensure they work in underserved areas.
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Introduction
The present research focuses on the rising importance 
of community radio in India as a significant weapon for 
uplifting marginalized communities. Community radio 
has arisen to address the unique demands and issues 
encountered by the country’s varied and marginalized 
people. Indigenous peoples, tribal groups, scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes, rural populations, and women, 

among others, are among the marginalized communities 
that often have restricted access to education, healthcare, 
basic amenities, and representation in decision‑making 
processes.

The 1990s in India were a t ime of substantial 
liberalization and democratic developments, and this 
is when community radio f irst emerged. Initially, 
transmission on communit y radio was limited to 
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educational institutions, agricultural extension institutes, 
and civil society groups. However, in 2006, the Indian 
government launched the Community Radio Policy, which 
eased the door for more marginalized communities to start 
community radio stations.

Since implementing the Community Radio Policy, 
community radio has grown in popularity throughout 
India, with new stations springing up to meet marginalized 
communities’ specific needs and interests. Members of 
the local communities often manage and control these 
community radio stations, ensuring that the information 
generated represents their perspectives and concerns. 
Community radio has bridged the information gap 
and provided localized content in regional languages 
to marginalized communities previously ignored by 
mainstream media.

Given the potential influence of community radio 
on marginalized communities, academics, politicians, 
and development practitioners have expressed a strong 
desire to learn more about its efficacy. Over the years, 
many studies have been done to discover what role 
community radio plays in bringing people together, helping 
communities grow, and giving people in underserved areas 
access to information and educational resources.

Furthermore, community radio projects have been 
acknowledged for their significant contributions to 
women’s empowerment. Community Radio has allowed 
women to address gender‑related problems and challenge 
established preconceptions, promoting gender equality 
and women’s leadership by giving a platform for their 
voices and perspectives.

C om mu n it y  r ad io  h a s  done muc h mor e for 
marginalized groups than just giving them a voice and 
helping them be heard. It has also done much to preserve 
and share its rich cultural history. Community radio 
stations have done a lot to keep cultural diversity and 
identity alive by broadcasting shows in local languages 
and spreading traditional knowledge and customs. 
Community radio projects have clear benefits but need 
help to ensure long‑term success. Community radio 
stations have needed help running well and growing 
because of their lack of money, reliance on outside 
funding, and the laws governing them.

Given that community radio programs are becoming 
more cr it ical . Communit y radio’s role in India’s 
underserved areas may be problematic. However, this 
systematic literature review evaluates and summarizes 
existing studies. By looking at earlier research, the 
review gives a complete picture of how community 
radio affects marginalized communities, how it could 
be used to empower people, and what needs to be done 
to ensure it keeps working in those areas. Furthermore, 
this study wants to give policymakers, practitioners, and 
academics helpful information about how to make India’s 
marginalized groups fairer and help them grow.

Research Methodology
The present study adopted the Prisma method to review 
the literature thoroughly. A systematic literature 
review (McLean & Antony, 2014) involves selecting (1) 
criteria for inclusion and (2) Finding the sources and 
papers. A comprehensive literature search was performed 
to identify relevant studies focusing on community radio 
initiatives targeted at marginalized communities in India. 
The search was conducted across electronic databases, 
academic journals, and grey literature sources. The search 
included the following databases: Scopus, PubMed, Google 
Scholar, and other relevant academic repositories. The 
search was conducted for studies published between 2013 
and 2023, ensuring the inclusion of recent developments 
in community radio initiatives.

The Inclusion Criteria
The study identified research publications at various 
phases using the Campbell Collaboration Users Group 
(2019). Five media and academic experts participated. The 
inclusion criteria approach of Kim et al. (2018) was applied. 
The journal name, research article title, subject area, and 
review time range were examined for community radio 
journals. It usually separates inclusion considerations into 
three sections, such as:
1. The search criteria included all study articles about 

the role of Community Radio that came out between 
2013 and 2023.

2. Only existing literature on “Targeted marginalized 
communities such as indigenous peoples, tribal 
groups, scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, rural 
populations, and women” was considered. The 
selection of the regions was based on the perceived 
relevance of the subject matter and the extent of 
coverage provided in the study article.

Data Extraction
The data extraction process involved collecting relevant 
information from the selected studies. Data extracted 
included details about the study (e.g., author, year of 
publication, study design), the community radio initiative 
(e.g., location, target audience, objectives), key findings, 
and the impact of community radio on marginalized 
communities.

Limitations
The systematic review also acknowledges its limitations, 
such as the potential for bias in selecting studies and the 
reliance on published literature, which may only represent 
some community radio initiatives in India. The review 
also considers the limitations identified in the included 
studies, such as small sample sizes, limited geographical 
representation, and potential publication bias. The 
systematic review adopts a rigorous and comprehensive 
approach to examining the existing literature, providing 
valuable insights into community radio’s impact on 
marginalized communities in India.
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Figure 1: Research Papers Selection Criteria Based on “Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta‑Analysis (Prisma) 
Approach”

Research Database and Article Selection
Elsevier Scopus and Web of Science were used to find 
high‑quality research publications. These two sources 
are reliable for finding high-quality research publications. 
Following the database selection, an advanced search was 
conducted using different keywords. For all searches, 
the words ‘Community Radio’ remained constant. Other 
term combinations were ‘Community Radio in India,’ 
‘Community Radio and Marginalised Communities,’ ‘Asian 
community media,’ ‘Community Development,’ ‘Radio 
for Development,’ and ‘Social Inclusion and Radio.’ The 
selected research publications were then searched for 
further papers using their citations.

The articles gathered during the preceding stage were 
double‑screened using the Prisma method, as shown 
in Fig.1. The preceding stages resulted in the collection 
of 184 articles from the research. The preliminary 
assessment of the research papers resulted in removing 
17 duplicate studies. The two subject specialists then read 
the remaining 167 documents. The experts evaluated the 
papers based on their titles and abstracts—ninety-five 
research publications based on expert views were deleted 
during this process. The exclusion criteria were the article 
title (n 5 58), the abstract (n 5 28), and duplicate articles 
(n 5 9). The remaining 72 publications were assessed by 
two subject specialists and one research scholar in the 
following stage. The detailed assessment excluded 21 
research publications based on the topic area’s relevance 
and inclusion criteria. As a result, 51 research publications 

were appropriate for additional analysis and critical 
assessment.

Result and Discussion
According to the research, Indian community radio 
stations strengthen vulnerable populations in many ways:

Expression Platform: 
Community radio gives marginalized groups a voice, 
allowing them to express their experiences, challenges, 
and goals with a larger audience. It contributes to breaking 
the quiet and promoting conversation on critical social 
problems.

Social Inclusion: 
By providing a forum for marginalized communities, 
community radio contributes to their social inclusion. It 
encourages tolerance and acceptance by bridging the gap 
between distinct social groups.

Community Development: 
Community radio projects promote community‑led 
development. They inspire collaborative action to solve 
community challenges by facilitating talks on local 
development needs.

Information Access: 
Community radio is an important information source for 
marginalized communities, particularly those living in 
distant and underdeveloped locations. It provides vital 
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information on health, education, government programs, 
and agricultural methods.

Women empowerment
Community radio empowers women by allowing them to 
engage, voice their thoughts, and address gender‑related 
concerns. It challenges established gender stereotypes and 
encourages women to lead.

Grassroots involvement
Community radio empowers communities to make 
decisions and fight for their rights.

Cultural Legacy Preservation
Community radio stations help marginalized communities 
preserve their culture. They provide a venue for celebrating 
local customs, languages, and art forms.

Awareness of Social concerns
Community radio raises awareness of social concerns such 
as health, the environment, and human rights, promoting 
social change and advocacy.

Local Governance
Community radio improves communication between 
residents and local governing bodies, increasing openness 
and accountability.

Conclusion
The systematic review shows how vital community radio 
is to meeting the needs of India’s underserved groups. It 
shows how community radio helps communities grow, 
promotes social equality, and gives voice to the voiceless. 
However, problems like sustainability, legal systems, and 
a lack of money have been pointed out.

Future studies should focus on determining the long‑
term effects of community radio projects and finding 
new ways to keep them going and ensure they work in 
underserved areas. Policymakers should think about the 
sound effects of community radio and make it easier for 
it to grow and develop in underserved areas.
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